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Here  again  today  are  tips  direct  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  lady  vho  "buys  fooc1  for  the  family.    Here's  news  of  the  seasonal  foods  now 
coming  to  market.     This  news  is  to  help  you  plan  your  meals  and  get  your  money's 
worth  at  the  market. 

First,  let's  have  a  look  at  the  food  picture  just  now.     More  fresh  vegetables 
are  coming  to  market  this  month  than  in  March,  tut  even  so,  the  total  won't  he  as 
large  as  a  year  ago.    The  cold  spell  early  in  the  year  got  its  icy  grip  even  on 
part  of  the  vegetables  planted  for  April  marketing.     Of  course,  farmers  replanted 
cany  of  these  crops,  "but  unfavorable  weather  slowed,  up  their  growth.     So  many 
vegetables  that  would  ordinarily  have  been  ready  in  April  will  not  go  to  market 
this  spring  until  May.     Prom  now  on,  though,  you'll  notice  more  and  more  fresh 
vegetables  for  sale. 

Ordinarily  during  April  most  of  the  fresh  vegetables  come  from  Florida.  But 
so  far  this  April  very  few  Florida  cucumbers  or  tomatoes  have  come  in,  and  very 
snail  supplies  of  lima  beans.    You  can  expect  to  see  more  fresh  lima  beans  from  now 
on,    Florida  snap  beans  have  already  begun  coming  in.     As  for  new  potatoes  from 
Florida,  look  for  then  toward  the  last  of  the  month  in  large  quantities. 

So  much  for  the  vegetable  picture,     Now  about  meat  on  the  market  just  now. 
Still  more  pork  and  more  better-grade  beef  on  sale  than  last  year,  but  less  lamb  and 
lower-grade  beef.    The  first  spring  lambs  of  1940  went  to  market  in  March,  so  from 
now  on  you'll  see  more  lpjnb  on  the  counter.    More  hogs  will  start  going  to  market 
the  last  of  this  month  or  early  in  May. 
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That  gives  you  a  glimpse  of  the  vegetable  picture  and  the  meat  picture  at 
present.    Now  about  fruit.     Not  nearly  so  many  oranges  and  grapefruit  on  the  market 
as  last  year  at  this  time.     But  more  pears  and  apples  are  still  for  sale — lots  more 
rears  and  apples  than  in  April  19.39.    The  oranges  selling  right  new  are  either 
Florida  Valencias  or  California  Navels.     But  "beginning  in  May  and  running  through 
to  October  most  of  the  oranges  you  "buy  will  "be  California,  valencias.    The  1940  crop 
of  California  Valencies  is  going  to  "be  slightly  larger  than  the  '39  crop. 

The  season's  high  point  in  California  asparagus  shipments  is  just  about  now. 
And  more  asparagus  is  coming  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  too.    Most  of  the 
fresh  asparagus  selling  in  April  comes  from  California,     The  California,  crop  is 
lrrger  than  last  year.    The  South  Carolina  crop  is  larger,  too,  hut  the  Georgia, 
crop  is  a  little  smaller.     All  in  all,  you  should  he  able  to  have  plenty  of  this 
first  spring  asparagus. 

You've  probably  noticed  more  strawberries  appearing  in  the  markets  lately. 
Iouisiana,  the  largest  berry- producing  State,  is  sending  berries  to  market  now. 
The  Louisiana  strawberry  crop  this  year  is  about  the  same  size  as  last  year, 
Alabama  berries  arc  coming  in,  too.    Before  the  month  is  over  you  arc  likely  to  see 
a  lot  of  Alabama  berries,  for  the  crop  in  that  State  is  much  larger  than  last  year's. 
As  for  Florida  berries,  they  are  on  the  wane.     The  Florida  strawberry  season  is  over 
in  April. 

While  we're  on  the  subject  of  spring  foods,  let's  have  a  look  at  the  egg 
Picture.    April  is  the  big  month  for  eggs,  you  know.     It  is  the  month  when  hens 
usually  lay  more  eggs  than  in  any  other  month  of  the  year.     And  this  April  the 
country  has  more  eggs  than  a  year  ago.     In  fact,  eggs  are  so  plentiful  and  prices 

so  low  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  ha.s  boon  buying  eggs  to 
distribute  to  people  on  relief. 

.Poultry  supplies  are  not  so  large  as  in  March,  but  more  plentiful  than  a 
..ear  ago.    Lore  turkey  and  more  poultry  over  a  year  old  will  be  for  sale  this 
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spring,  but  fewer  chickens.     The  first  chickens  of  the  1940  spring  hatch  will  go  to 
market  in  May.    During  May  and  June  many  more  chickens  will  go  to  market  as  they 
usually  do  at  that  season. 

let's  see.     You've  had  news  of  fresh  veg  tables,  meat,  fruit,  eggs  and 
poultry.    Last  of  all,  here' s  the  news  of  milk.     Lots  of  milk  for  sale  this  month. 
The  statement  from  the  Department  of  .Agriculture  reads:     "Milk  production  in  April 
is  expected  to  continue  at  record  cr  close  to  record  high  levels,  "    Even  with  all 
this  milk  the  total  supplies  of  dairy  products  for  the  whole  country  will  probably 
be  smaller  than  a  year  ago.     Storage  stocks  are  smaller  than  they  were  in  1939. 
Last  month  when  the  report  of  dairy  supplies  in  storage  came  in,  evaporated  milk 
was  the  only  important  dairy  product  in  larger  supply  than  last  year.     For  the  next 
few  months  the  cows  of  the  Nation  are  likely  to  give  so  much  milk  that  much  of  it 
will  go  into  manufactured  dairy  products.     So  manufacturers  will  be  makint  a  great 
deal  of  cheese  and  other  milk  and  cream  products  during  the  next  few  months. 

And  that  concludes  the  tips  for  food-shoppers  from  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  today.    More  tips  will  he  coming  in  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 


